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Term Paper on Music Studies Topic Ideas 

 A Concert to remember! 

This sophomore paper is a review of the events in the Arditti Quartet concert, my family and I attended in January 
of 2002, in San Francisco.  

 A Recording Engineer. 

This essay discusses the function of recording engineers. They usually work in recording studios. They are trained 
in the use of a variety of recording equipment, and work with the artists to create the sound they need for the 
recording. Some recording engineers also work on-site, making "live" recordings at specific locations.  

 A Review of Houston A. Baker's Black Studies, Rap, and the Academy. 

This paper is a review of Houston A. Baker's book Black Studies, Rap, and the Academy. 

 

 Absolutism and the Age of Science in Brandenburg Concerto Number 5 by Johannes Bach. 

This paper will briefly discuss the nature Bach's Brandenburg Concerto Number 5, first movement, and will seek 
to understand the history that is behind the piece of music. The issues of the "Age of Science", as well as the 
foundations o Absolutism, are analyzed here to give a better understanding of why Bach wrote this piece. By 
investigating these methods of thought, we can see how this music was made in light of the history behind it. 

 Analysis of Three Songs 
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Songs often contain spiritual messages that can help those who are either victims of unpleasant circumstances 

or lack the courage to overcome misfortunes. The lyrics of many such songs urge people to face life with a 

cheerful and positive attitude. This paper discusses three such songs, which contain substance because they 

transcend any particular space or time and thus carry a universal message of wisdom and courage. The paper 

also focuses on such things as tone of the song, its central theme, rhyming, significance of oft-repeated lines 

etc. 

 Analysis of Mozart K458, First Movement 

In this paper, we will provide an analysis of the first moment of Mozart String Quartet number 17, K 458, in Bb 
Major. This movement uses a classic sonata form and we will pay special attention to this aspect of the music. 
Through using a narrative form of analysis, that is analyzing the music in the order that it appears in the music, 
we will come to understand the different parts of sonata form. In particular, we will identify the exposition, the 
transition to the second key area, the second key area, the development and the recapitulation. 
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